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CLAIMS 



We claim: 
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1 . \ A method of managing software components, said method comprising: 
deployihff one or more software components on a pluraUty of computer 

platrorms wherein said components interoperate with each other to 
executOsa business appHcation; 
monitoring said components with an Administrator, said Administrator 

fimctioning independently of said components; 
determining a need to leconfigure one or more said components; 
modifying or replacing one or more said components using said Administrator 
in response to said a^ermining; 
wherein said monitoring, said determining, and said modifying are performed without 
reference to said computer platforms and ^erein said modifying or replacing 
reconfigures said business application withoiK^erminating said business application. 



15 2. The method of Claini 1 , wherein two\r more of said plurality of 

computer platforms are geographically separated from e^h other. 

3. nie^ethod of Claim 1, wherein said Administrator comprises a 
central administration program. 



4. The method pf (Cftrijn 1, wherein said Administrator comprises one or 
20 more distributed administration programs. 

5. The meth©4of Claim 1 , wherein said monitoring comprises receiving 
health status messages each contaitiiag^nly changes in said health status since receipt 
of a last health status message. 
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6. AVomputer system for managing software components, comprising 
computer instructions for: 

deploying one or more software components on a plurality of computer 

platforms Vherein said components interoperate with each other to 
execute a buWess application; 
monitoring said components with an Administrator, said Administrator 

fiinctioning indeptendently of said components; 
determining a need to reconfigure one or more said components; 
modifying or replacing one omnore said components using said Administrator 
in response to said detennining; 
wherein said monitoring, said determining and s£iid modifying are performed without 
reference to said computer platforms and wherein said modifying or replacing 
reconfigures said business application withouMerminating said business application. 



7. The method of Claim 6, wherein tw> or more of said plurality of 
1 5 computer platforms are geographically separated frota each other. 

8. The method\f Claim 6, wherein said Administrator comprises a 
central administration prograniS 




9. The method of Claim o^sy/herein said Administrator comprises one or 
more distributed administration programs^^ 



10. method of Claim 6, wherein said monitoring comprises receiving 

health status message^'^e^h containing only changes in said health status since receipt 
of a last health status message 
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11. A computer readable storage medium, < 
instructions for: 



sing computer 
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deplt^ing one or more software components on a plurality of computer 

atforms wherein said components interoperate with each other to 
exebute a business application; 
monitoring saiosjpmponents with an Administrator, said Administrator 

functioning rH^ependently of said components; 
determining a need to rei^nfigure one or more said components; 
modifying or replacing oneW more said components using said Administrator 
in response to said detehmining; 
wherein said monitoring, said determiningS^d said modifying are performed without 
reference to said computer platforms and whCTdn said modifying or replacing 
reconfigures said business application without teimmating said business application. 



12. The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein two or more of said plurality of 
computer platforms are geographically separated from each crater. 

13. The^biQthod of Claim 1 1 , wherein said Administrator comprises a 
1 5 central administration progra 

14. The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein said Administrator comprises one or 
more distributed administration programs. 

^ ^ rnethod of Claim 1 1 , wherein said monitoring comprises receiving 

^ health status messagfes^ch containing only changes in said health status since receipt 
20 of a last health status mes^ 



16. A computer data signal embodife^^in a carrier wave, comprising 
computer instructions for: 
25 deploying one or more software components on a'i)U^ality of computer 

platforms wherein said components interoperateW^th each other to 
execute a business application; 
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nitoring said components with an Administrator, said Administrator 
nctioning independently of said components; 
determinin^^^need to reconfigure one or more said components; 
modifying or replacing one or more said components using said Administrator 
in response to siad determining; 
wherein said monitoring, said determining, and said modifying are performed without 
reference to said computer platforms anclwherein said modifying or replacing 
reconfigures said business application withouttismiinating said business application. 



17. The method of Claim 16, wherein two or more of said plurality of 
1 0 computer platforms are geographically separated from each ot 



18. Tlhtejnethod of Claim 16, wherein said Administrator comprises a 
central administration pro| 





1 9. The method of Claim 1 6, 
more distributed administration programs. 



said Administrator comprises one or 



20. ThS^metiaod of Claim 1 6, wherein said monitoring comprises receiving 
health status messages each contamhtgHQnly changes in said health status since receipt 
of a last health status message. 
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